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This is an appeal from a judgment entered upon a guilty plea in a driving-while-

intoxicated case after the trial court found that the arresting officer had reasonable cause to

stop appellant and that the evidence of appellant’s intoxication was therefore admissible.  We

must dismiss for lack of jurisdiction.

A defendant ordinarily does not have the right to appeal from a guilty plea.  However,

Ark. R. Crim. P. 24.3(b) permits review following a conditional guilty plea solely with

respect to the denial of a motion to suppress illegally-obtained evidence.  Beulah v. State, 352

Ark. 472, 101 S.W.3d 802 (2003).  The rule provides that:

 With the approval of the court and the consent of the

prosecuting attorney, a defendant may enter a conditional plea

of guilty or nolo contendere, reserving in writing the right, on

appeal from the judgment, to review of an adverse determination

of a pretrial motion to suppress seized evidence or a custodial
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statement.  If the defendant prevails on appeal, the defendant

shall be allowed to withdraw the conditional plea.

The Rule has been strictly construed; if the defendant fails to reserve the right to

appeal in writing, the appellate court acquires no jurisdiction to hear the appeal.  Burress v.

State, 321 Ark. 329, 902 S.W.2d 225 (1995).  Because no such writing appears in this case,

we lack jurisdiction and must dismiss the appeal.

Appeal dismissed. 

GLADWIN and HENRY, JJ., agree.
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